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On the following pages, the Texas Council on Family Violence lists with great respect the 

names of each victim of intimate partner femicide in 2017. Each confirmed fatality represents 

a woman killed by a male intimate partner or a stalking perpetrator and includes the date of 

the woman’s death, the city in which she was killed or the jurisdiction of the investigation, 

followed by a short description of the circumstances with a focus on language that holds the 

offender accountable.  TCFV includes additional relevant information when available 

through media and law enforcement reports that highlight lethality risk factors and other 

information that informs our best practices for enhancing future survivor safety.  

 

Intimate partner homicides end the lives of women who have roles as engaged community 

members and caring and loving family members. TCFV joins their families, friends and 

communities in mourning their loss. 

 

Harris County  
Julia Martinez, 34 

Baytown 

9/16/17 

Roy Garcia Jr, 34, shot and killed his wife Julia in her vehicle. Julia’s son and daughter were in 

the car. Julia tried to drive away, but the car crashed into a mailbox. Garcia called his mother 

and told her he killed Julia, threatened suicide, and then fled. Later, Garcia turned himself into 

authorities in Guadalupe county. Garcia has a history of domestic violence towards Julia. A year 

prior to the murder, Garcia fired a gun in the home at Julia and her children and then kidnapped 

Julia. Three months prior to the murder, Garcia was given deferred adjudication for the 

previous incident, reducing the felony offense to a misdemeanor. He was ordered to surrender 

firearms and participate in two years of community supervision, with which he did not comply. 

Julia is survived by her son, age 5 and her daughter, age 13. 

 

Rose Hunt, 21 

Baytown 

2/24/17 

Derrick Metcalf, 23, hired David Galindo, 20, to shoot and kill his ex-girlfriend Rose on a 

public street. Rose was eight months pregnant. Galindo’s girlfriend, Daizy Costello, was also 

implicated in the plans to murder Rose. Authorities charged Galindo with murder and Metcalf 

and Costello with capital murder. 

 

 

 



   
 

Tameka Anderson, 35 

Crosby 

1/6/17 

Christopher Landry, 46, stabbed his ex-girlfriend Tameka in her home. He then hung and killed 

himself in a shed near the home. Tameka's son found his mother deceased and called police. 

Police arrived and found Tameka's missing car a few blocks away along with Landry's body. 

Landry had a history of domestic violence toward Tameka. In 2016 he pled guilty to a 

strangulation felony and was given deferred adjudication with four years of supervision. He 

murdered Tameka while on probation for the offense. In 2004, he completed a batterer 

intervention and prevention program for domestic violence. Tameka is survived by her teenage 

children, ages 14, 16, and 18. 

 

Maricela Banda, 33 

Houston 

3/8/17 

Marcos Hinojosa, 33, shot and killed his girlfriend Maricela in a car. He then shot himself. 

Police responded to calls regarding a shooting and arrived to find Maricela deceased. 

Emergency responders transported Hinojosa to the hospital where he later died. Maricela is 

survived by her daughter, age 5. 

 

LaTonya Campbell, 32 

Houston 

3/9/17 

Andre Campbell, 37, shot and killed his wife LaTonya in their home. He then shot and killed 

himself. Upon hearing gunshots, the couple's parents entered the home to find them deceased. 

LaTonya is survived by her children, ages 10, 12, 13, 14, and 18. 

 

Amy Burnett-Combs, 53 

Houston 

8/21/17 

David Combs, 55, shot and killed his wife Amy in their home. He then shot and killed himself. 

Police were called to the home by family members to perform a welfare check. When police 

entered the residence, they found the couple deceased. 

 

Linda Chang, 68 

Houston 

6/23/17 

Tien-Lai Hsu, 75, shot and killed his wife Linda in a vehicle. He then shot and killed himself. 

Neighbors called police reporting a shooting; officers located Hsu and Linda deceased. 

 

 

 

 

 



   
 

Amber Flores, 19 

Houston 

2/22/17 

Jeffree Burks, 19, shot and killed his ex-girlfriend Amber while she was riding in a car. Burks 

stalked Amber and her boyfriend, then chased them in his vehicle, and shot Amber and her 

boyfriend. Authorities responded and pronounced Amber dead at the scene. Emergency 

responders transported Amber’s boyfriend to the hospital where he survived the injuries. 

Authorities arrested and charged Burks with capital murder and aggravated assault. 

 

Sommer Gatto, 18 

Houston 

9/19/17 

Marquis Williams, 20, assaulted and killed his girlfriend Sommer on the street where she lived. 

Williams kicked the door of the Sommer’s family house forcing her grandmother, sister and two 

other children to hide in a closet. Bystanders called 911 and when deputies arrived, they found 

Sommer deceased. Authorities arrested and charged Williams with murder. 

 

Rena Hodges, 35   

Houston 

2/15/17 

Jerald Watt, 40, shot and killed his wife Rena in their home. Watt then fled the scene. Watt has 

a history of domestic violence and had threatened to kill Rena. She had told Watt she wanted to 

end the relationship and had asked him to leave. Rena was on the phone with a friend when 

Watt shot her. The next day when Rena did not pick up her daughters, family members went to 

Rena’s home and, with the assistance of the security guard, found her body. Authorities arrested 

and charged Watt with murder. Rena is survived by her three children, ages 9, 11, and 14.  

 

Ashanti Hunter, 32 

Houston 

4/30/17 

Albee Lewis, 31, shot and killed his girlfriend Ashanti in a car outside her home. Lewis had 

assaulted Ashanti and she ran outside and tried to escape by getting into her cousin’s car. 

Lewis shot Ashanti as she was sitting in the passenger seat. Ashanti’s three children and her 

cousin’s three children were present. Lewis fled and called 911 to turn himself in; authorities 

arrested and charged him with murder. Lewis has prior felony convictions and a history of 

domestic violence, including multiple instances of strangling Ashanti. He pled guilty and 

received a sentence of 50 years in prison. She is survived by her three children, ages 4 to 13. 

 

Aracely Jernigan, 37 

Houston 

12/27/17 

Kenneth Lockings Jr., 45, killed his girlfriend Aracely in his home by cutting across her neck 

and nearly decapitating her. Lockings’ sister and father both attempted to enter the home to 

perform a welfare check on the day of the murder. Lockings’ family convinced him to turn 



   
 

himself into the local police station where he was interviewed. Authorities arrested and 

charged Lockings with murder. Aracely is survived by her four daughters.  

 

Maritza Lopez, 26 

Houston  

6/18/17 

Carlos Gonzalez, 26, shot and killed his ex-girlfriend Maritza in their home. Gonzalez called 

police and claimed that Maritza accidentally shot herself; he then fled with Maritza’s infant. 

When law enforcement arrived, they found Maritiza’s body in a closet. Gonzalez has a history 

of domestic violence, including threatening to kill Maritza if she left him. Martiza was in the 

process of ending the relationship when he killed her. Authorities charged Gonzalez with 

murder, but he remains at large. Maritza is survived by her infant daughter. 

 

Jennifer Mamo, 24 

Houston 

12/8/17 

Jasper Davis, 29, shot and killed his girlfriend Jennifer. Davis then put Jennifer’s body into his 

car and drove to a creek to leave Jennifer’s body there. He called a friend for help, but his friend 

refused to help and notified police. Deputies conducted a welfare check, forced their way into 

the home and found a baby in the house. Authorities arrested Davis and charged him with 

murder. Jennifer is survived by her daughter, age 7 months.  

 

Fannie McWhite, 61 

Houston 

4/17/17 

Russell Cormier, 53, shot and killed his ex-wife Fannie outside her home. Before murdering 

her, he had threatened to shoot Fannie’s adult son, who was inside the home. Neighbors heard 

gunshots and witnessed Cormier dragging Fannie’s body toward the street before fleeing in 

Fannie’s truck. Cormier set fire to his own home and shot and killed another man, Thornton 

Bivens, 60, as he arrived at work. Cormier also shot and injured his neighbor. Authorities 

located Cormier a few days later and arrested and charged him with two counts of murder; he 

confessed to the murders. Fannie had divorced Cormier in 2014. She is survived by her adult 

son. 

 

Kendra Moore, 29 

Houston 

2/11/17 

Solomon Morrow, 34, shot and killed his wife Kendra in their home. He then shot and killed 

himself. Kendra’s 9-year-old daughter found their bodies and called 911. Kendra had expressed 

fear of Morrow to a neighbor and planned to end the relationship and move in with her father.  

 

 

 

 



   
 

Thanh Nguyen, 35 

Houston 

9/3/17 

Phat Van Le, 47, stabbed and killed his ex-wife Thanh in their home. He also stabbed and 

killed Thanh’s mother, Dep Nguyen, 66. Before killing his ex-wife and her mother, Le had 

taken their two daughters to his niece’s home. When neither he nor Thanh returned to pick 

them up, Le’s brother went to check on them in their home. Upon arriving, he found Thanh 

and Dep’s bodies. Authorities arrested and charged Le with capital murder. Thanh is survived 

by her two daughters, ages 9 and 11. 

 
Guadalupe Ordonez, 56 

Houston 

10/23/17 

Jorge Cabrera, 54, stabbed and killed his wife Guadalupe in their home. On the day of the 

murder a 911 call was made about a stabbing. When police arrived, they found Cabrera armed 

with a knife. Cabrera confessed to police that he had killed his wife and then lunged at the 

officers with the weapon. The officers fired their weapons at Cabrera, injuring him. Police then 

entered the apartment where they found Guadalupe deceased. Cabrera was transported to the 

hospital where he later died.  

  

Lynda Polomo, 56 

Houston 

9/17/17 

John Castillo, 46, shot and killed his girlfriend Lynda in her home. Relatives found Lynda’s 

body and called police. Authorities arrested and charged Castillo with her murder several 

months later. 

 

Karen Ramirez, 27 

Houston 

3/25/17 

Miguel Buezo, 28, shot and killed his girlfriend Karen in her car. Buezo then fled. Karen’s 

family reported her missing. Police discovered Karen’s car a week after her disappearance. 

The car contained evidence that indicated that Karen was murdered. Buezo has a history of 

abuse. Karen’s body has not been located. Authorities charged Buezo with her murder; he 

remains at large and is believed to be in Honduras.  

 

Olivia Russel, 27 

Houston 

7/17/17 

Jawaun Mack, 29, shot and killed his girlfriend Olivia in their apartment. He then shot and 

killed himself. Police were called to the location where they discovered their bodies. 

 

 



   
 

Ma Salas, 39 

Houston 

6/16/17 

Juan Salas, 48, shot and killed his wife Ma in their home. He then shot and killed himself. A  

c a l l  w a s  m a d e  t o  911 to report that a woman had been shot. Police arrived and 

found Ma being treated by the fire department, emergency responders transported M a  to the 

hospital where she later died. Law enforcement found Salas deceased inside the home. 

 

Keishawra Shepherd, 27 

Houston 

11/3/17 

Kalandre Adams, 28, shot his wife Keishawra in their vehicle. Keishawra was able to exit the 

vehicle and died on the street. Adams fled the scene. A neighbor called 911 when they heard 

gunshots, police arrived to find Keishawra deceased. Law enforcement apprehended Adams in 

Lufkin. Adams confessed to murdering Keishawra; authorities arrested and charged him with 

murder. Keishawra is survived by her daughter. 

 

Leticia Sowell, 41 

Houston 

8/12/17 

Joseph Lewis, 53, shot and killed his fiancé Leticia in the doorway of her home. Patrol 

officers responded to a 911 call reporting shots fired and found Leticia deceased. Witnesses 

identified Lewis as the shooter and stated that he fled in Leticia’s vehicle. Officers 

apprehended Lewis and arrested and charged him with murder. Leticia is survived by her four 

children. 

 

Loretta Vance, 63 

Houston 

7/31/17 

James Hickam, 58, shot his wife Loretta in the parking lot of their apartment complex. Hickam 

also shot and killed a bystander Krystle Watson, 26, who was driving into the parking lot with 

her 2 year old child. Emergency responders transported Loretta to the hospital, where she died 

days later. Authorities arrested and charged Hickam with capital murder. Loretta is survived by 

her two adult sons. 

 
Mary Jaime, 52 

Katy 

1/5/17 

Rene Jaime, 52, stabbed and killed his wife Mary in their home. Mary’s teenage sons were in 

the home at the time. Jaime called 911, and when officers arrived he confessed to killing Mary. 

Authorities charged Jaime with murder. Jaime has a history of abusive behavior towards 

Mary. Mary is survived by her sons, ages 13 and 15. 

 



   
 

Gayla Roy, 28 

Houston 

9/11/17 

Don Gaines, 30, shot and killed his ex-girlfriend Gayla in the woods along a Louisiana 

interstate. Gaines had strangled Gayla earlier that day to the point of unconsciousness and drove 

her from Houston to Louisiana. Gayla regained consciousness during the drive, and Gaines 

pulled over and shot her in the woods and left her body. Gaines has a history of domestic 

violence. Three months before murdering Gayla, Gaines had strangled, beaten, and threatened 

to kill another dating partner which resulted in a felony warrant for strangulation from that 

assault. Authorities located and arrested him in Georgia for the felony strangulation charge. He 

later admitted to kidnapping and killing Gayla; Federal authorities charged Gaines with the 

crime of kidnapping, a legal offense that under Federal law carries the same punishment range 

as murder. Gayla is survived by her two sons, ages 1 and 6. 

 
Laura Perales, 43 

Pasadena 

10/16/17 

Jason Engelke shot and killed his ex-girlfriend Laura in a home. He then shot himself; 

emergency responders transported him to a hospital. Authorities arrested and charged him with 

murder.  

 

Margarita Pineda, 20 

Pasadena 

2/23/17 

Manuel Ochoa, 20, shot and killed his wife Margarita while she was working at her sister’s 

restaurant. He also shot Margarita’s sister. Ochoa entered from the back door and demanded the 

patrons evacuate. When Margarita’s sister confronted Ochoa, he shot her. Margarita’s sister 

fled to call the police. Ochoa then shot himself. Emergency responders transported Ochoa to a 

hospital where he later died. Margarita had begun taking steps to end the relationship. She is 

survived by her three children, ages 5 months, 1, and 3. 

 


